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India generates about 18 lakh  
metric tonne of eWaste annually 



However, there are only 178 dismantlers and  
recyclers authorised in India to handle eWaste 



As a few of us enter the narrow and congested lanes of 
Seelampur in North-East Delhi, we are immediately 
engulfed by a strong and pungent smell of burnt 
aluminum and other metals. LǘΩǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǳƴōŜŀǊŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ άƻǳǘǎƛŘŜǊǎέ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ 
discomfort on the faces of those that linger in the 
streets, stand against the wall on the pavements or sit 
ŀƳƛŘ ŀ ǇƛƭŜ ƻŦ ƳŜǘŀƭ ǎŎǊŀǇΦ ¢ƘŜ άƛƴǎƛŘŜǊǎέ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
immune to the odour and care little about the health 
hazards that hang over their heads like a dark cloud. 
These insiders work where they live and live where they 
work. Infants, too, are playing amid the same dump of 
metal scrap that reeks of chemicals and burnt metal. 



As much as фл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ eWaste is 
dismantled and recycled in unorganised hubs 



We ask one of the mothers sitting on the pavement that 
ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ children may step on a piece of 
metal or inhale the dangerous fumes. She says, as a 
matter of fact, άKhelenge nahi toh seekhenge kaise? (if 
ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǇƭŀȅΣ Ƙƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŀǊƴύέΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ 
not an attack at us but we almost feel silly asking that 
question. It makes us feel ignorant, not because we 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ōǳǘ because we realise 
what other option do they have? 



One such hub is Seelampur in Delhi where almost 
every ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΩǎ ƭƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ eWaste 



It is located in the most densely populated district  
of India, North East Delhi, at 36,155 people per sq km 


